Resilient Energy Forest of Dean (REFD) Community Fund Application Form
Use this form to apply to the Resilient Energy Forest of Dean (REFD) Community Fund.
Guidance for applicants
The REFD Community Fund supports projects that improve the resilience of the communities of Alvington, Alburton and St Briavels in the Forest of Dean where our two community wind turbines are located.
Eligible projects should deliver clear community benefit and should show how they will enhance the resilience of their community by reducing carbon emissions, addressing fuel poverty, improving affordable warmth, or supporting other aspects of local sustainability.
Projects do not need to be directly energy related. The Community Fund is open to projects linked to local food, sustainable transport, waste reduction, retrofit, advice, energy efficiency, community buildings, or other practical activity that can show a clear carbon reduction impact.
Applications are particularly welcomed from community groups, voluntary organisations, charities, community enterprises, and other locally rooted organisations with charitable or community-benefit aims.
Please complete all sections as fully as possible. If a question does not apply, write “Not applicable”. Supporting information can be attached separately.

Section 1: Applicant details
	Applicant Information
	Response

	Applicant name:
	

	Organisation name (if applicable):
	

	Type of organisation:
	

	Contact address (including postcode):
	

	Email address:
	

	Telephone number:
	

	Website or social media (if applicable):
	



Section 2: About your organisation
Briefly describe your organisation or group (max 100 words)


What are your main aims and activities (max 100 words)?


How long has your organisation been active?


Please describe your legal or governance structure, if applicable (max 100 words).



Section 3: Project summary
Project title


Provide a brief summary of the project you are asking REFD to fund (max 500 words).


Which communities will benefit from the project?
☐ 	Alvington
☐	Alburton
☐ 	St Briavels
What are the start and end dates?
	Project Timeline
	Date

	Start Date
	

	End Date
	




Section 4: Purpose, benefit and community resilience (max of 500 words)
Please address the following questions in your response
1. What local issue, challenge, or opportunity is your project responding to?
2. Who will benefit from the project and what difference will it make to them?
3. How will the project build community resilience?
4. How will you measure or describe success


Section 5: Project deliverability (max of 500 words)
Please address the following questions in your response
1. Please provide a brief description and timeline for project activities?
2. Who will deliver the project and what relevant experience do they have? 
3. What experience, partnerships, or resources will help you deliver it successfully? 
4. Does the project require any permissions, approvals, licences, leases, safeguarding arrangements, or landowner consent? If so, what is the current status?



Section 6: Budget and funding request
	Budget Information
	Amount / Details

	What is the total project cost?
	

	How much funding are you requesting from REFD?
	

	If this is part funding, how will the remaining amount be secured?
	

	What is the minimum amount required for the project to go ahead?
	



Section 7: Supporting documents
Please list any additional information you are including, such as:
☐ Quotes or estimates
☐ Letters of support
☐ Photos
☐ Maps
☐ Evidence of demand or consultation
☐ Organisation constitution
☐ Relevant policies or safeguarding documents
☐ Accounts or recent financial information
Additional documents provided:


Section 8: Declaration
By submitting this application, the applicant confirms that the information provided is true to the best of their knowledge.
The applicant also confirms that:
☐ 	The application is not for retrospective funding.
☐ 	Any grant awarded will be used only for the purposes described in the application.
☐ 	Appropriate financial records will be kept.
☐ 	REFD may acknowledge successful projects publicly.
☐ 	The applicant agrees to provide reasonable follow-up information on delivery and outcomes if funding is awarded. This will include a suitable photograph illustrating the project.
☐ 	Personal data may be shared with REFD staff, board members, or assessors for the purpose of reviewing the application and will be handled in line with data protection requirements.
☐ 	If for any reason a project does not go ahead within 6 months of funding being granted to the recipient, the grant must be returned to the REFD Community Fund.
Applicant declaration
	Declaration details
	Response

	Name:
	

	Role:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	





Assessment criteria (for completion by board)
	Assessment Area
	Assessment

	Eligible applicant
	Yes / No

	Geographic fit
	Yes / No

	Purpose, benefit and community resilience
	High / Medium / Low

	Deliverability
	High / Medium / Low

	Value for money
	High / Medium / Low

	Recommendation
	Fund / Fund with conditions / Decline / Defer


Notes
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................
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.....................................................................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................

